Body Paragraph Guide

Tips

· At least three paragraphs all structured the same way

· Each body paragraph has a main idea that helps prove your thesis…maintain focus on the topic/main idea of the paragraph (don’t stray with unnecessary details or summary)

Structure

· Topic Sentence (Main Idea/Topic) – A broad statement that mentions the topic (from thesis statement)
· Focuses in on the subject of the paragraph…what the paragraph will be about
· Introduce the Evidence – Give the necessary background to introduce the quote so that it does not stand alone (don’t be a quote plopper).

· Textual Evidence (Support) – Specific quote from the book that supports your topic and helps proves your thesis
· Analysis (Explanation) – How does that piece of evidence prove your point? Explain.
· You should have an explanation for EACH piece of evidence, which can be several sentences in length.
· Closing Sentence – Relate paragraph back to your argument/transition to next paragraph
Example
Phoebe’s importance to Holden is shown through his early description of her. In chapter 10, Holden introduces Phoebe to the reader in a very positive way. He says, “You’d like her. I mean if you tell Old Phoebe something, she knows exactly what the hell you’re talking about. I mean you can even take her anywhere with you (67). He goes on to say, “Old Phoebe. I swear to God you’d like her. She was smart even when she was a very tiny little kid” (68). This description shows the importance Holden places on Phoebe because he wants the reader to like her. Through repeating “You’d like her,” it seems as though Holden is trying to convince the reader that she is great. Holden does that to show the reader she is important to him, and therefore, wants the reader to like her. Holden’s description of Phoebe is just one way that shows she is important to him. 
Body Paragraph Exercise:
1. Put a box around the topic sentence

2. Put stars in front of the quotes

3. Underline the analysis for each quote

4. Put brackets “[  ]” around the closing statement
