Introduction Paragraph (What?)
Introductions can be the most difficult parts of papers to write. To get your paper off to a great start, you need to engage your reader with your introduction. While the body is often easier to write, it needs a frame around it. An introduction frames your thoughts and bridges your ideas for the reader. It is easiest to write the introduction LAST.

1. Start with a HOOK about your topic – topic sentence that is a general statement that will help lead into your thesis without mentioning the title, the book, the characters, etc. (AKA: attention-grabber…suprising fact, humor, arouse curiosity, deep thought, etc…without mentioning the text’s title, characters, etc.)
_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

2. Necessary Background Information that PIVOTS into your thesis. – connect your hook to your thesis through necessary background information. Introduce the text’s title (in italics) and author’s name…you should then provide any background info the reader needs in order to understand your argument.
_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

4. Provide your THESIS – argument/claim you are trying to prove (claim + reason = thesis) 
_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

Example: Prompt: Holden Caulfield finds many things “phony.” Name something he actually finds important and prove its importance to him using the text. 

(Hook) Loneliness can contribute to strong feelings of depression. When people feel as though they have no one to turn to, they may look at the world as a harsh place where they do not feel welcome. (Necessary Background Info) This is the case for Holden Caulfield, the main character in J.D. Salinger’s book, Catcher in the Rye. Throughout the book, Holden tells of the many aspects of life he hates and “can’t stand”. It causes him to feel very lonely throughout his narration. (Thesis) Through all of the loneliness that Holden takes readers through, he still does find a few key things as “good” in his life, one of them being his 10-year-old sister, Phoebe. Phoebe’s importance to Holden is shown by his frequent positive comments about her, specifically in his description of her, his sneaky visit to her, and his one-on-one conversation with her.
 Conclusion Paragraph (NOW What?)

Now that I have this info, why is it important? Why should anyone care? Just as your introduction acts as a bridge that transports your readers from their own lives into the “place” of your analysis, your conclusion can provide a bridge to help your readers make the transition back to their daily lives. Such a conclusion will help them see why all your analysis and information should matter to them after they put the paper down (it establishes purpose).

1. Sum up your paper using a RESTATED THESIS (in different words than you previously stated)

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

2. SUM UP your main points (by giving an overview of the evidence)

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

3. Leave the reader with a lasting thought in your CLINCHER (or an intelligent thought that has to do with the topic…has worldly significance, or in other words, readers can connect with it and have something to think about…a message/transition to real world)
_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

Conclusion Tips
· DO NOT begin with an unnecessary, overused phrase such as “in conclusion,” “in summary,” etc. 
· DO NOT make the summary of your main points super long or repetitive.
· DO NOT introduce a new idea or subtopic in your conclusion.

· DO NOT include evidence (quotations, statistics, etc.) that should be in the body of the paper.

Example: (Restated Thesis) Through Phoebe’s description, the sneaky visit, and conversation, Holden shows the great importance to which he holds his sister, Phoebe. (Sum-Up of Main Points) He describes her in a favorable way to the audience, he risks his independence by sneaking in his house to see her, and he talks to her as though he truly cares about what she thinks. Holden’s love for Phoebe is a silver lining in his cloud of loneliness. (Transition to Real World) Many people in society may feel that same cloud of loneliness above them. Even so, it is important to realize that there are certain aspects of life that can bring them happiness, and they should spend as much time on those aspects as possible.
