1. Mafia – Communist Style

a. Pass out cards (attached) face down to students

b. Read excerpts from Senator Joseph McCarthy’s speech (McCarthy led the American government and prosecuted alleged “communists”)

c. Have students read their cards and play “Mafia” – Communist Style (this game gets them in the mindset of the play and helps them experience the time period hysteria for themselves)
i. Note: This game is unstructured and a mess! As the teacher, it is important to stand back and just let it be. It is necessary for it to be that way because that is how it was during the Salem Witch Trials and Red Scare and they need to experience that hysteria through this game

ii. Wait for students to begin accusing each other…anyone who is accused must go to the front of the room and defend themselves and how they are not a communist 

iii. Point: shows HYSTERIA (gets them to understand the hysteria and craziness of the environment Salem Witch Trials and McCarthyism, where people would just accuse with no valid proof/evidence)…this helps them experience the environment for themselves…it gets them to see that once accused, it is very hard to prove your innocence (something that defines those times) 

2. Conversation: Using the knowledge from the background you learned today, how does the “mafia” game relate to the Salem Witch Trials of 1692 and the Red Scare of the 1950s?

Goal(s):
1. To understand historical context of The Crucible
2. To experience how lack of strong evidence weakens an argument
Speech of Joseph McCarthy, Wheeling, West Virginia, February 9, 1950 (excerpts)
Five years after a world war has been won, men’s hearts should anticipate a long peace—and men’s minds should be free from the heavy weight that comes with war. But this is not such a period—for this is not a period of peace. This is a time of “the cold war.” This is a time when all the world is split into two vast, increasingly hostile armed camps—a time of a great armament race.

The real, basic difference, however, lies in the religion of immoralism . . . invented by Marx, preached feverishly by Lenin, and carried to unimaginable extremes by Stalin. This religion of immoralism, if the Red half of the world triumphs—and well it may, gentlemen—this religion of immoralism will more deeply wound and damage mankind than any conceivable economic or political system. 

The reason why we find ourselves in a position of impotency is not because our only powerful potential enemy has sent men to invade our shores . . . but rather because of the traitorous actions of those who have been treated so well by this Nation.

I have here in my hand a list of 205 . . . a list of names that were made known to the Secretary of State as being members of the Communist Party and who nevertheless are still working and shaping policy in the State Department. . . .

As you know, very recently the Secretary of State proclaimed his loyalty to a man guilty of what has always been considered as the most abominable of all crimes—being a traitor to the people who gave him a position of great trust—high treason. . . . 

(Pass out cards)

You are a communist! 





Hide your loyalties and don’t get discovered by the government! Whatever you do, do not confess!





You are a communist! 





Hide your loyalties and don’t get discovered by the government! Whatever you do, do not confess!





You are a communist! 





Hide your loyalties and don’t get discovered by the government! Whatever you do, do not confess!





You are a communist! 





Hide your loyalties and don’t get discovered by the government! Whatever you do, do not confess!





You are a communist! 





Hide your loyalties and don’t get discovered by the government! Whatever you do, do not confess!





You are a communist! 





Do not use words beginning with the letter “M,” as that will show your loyalty to Communism.





You are a communist! 





Do not use words beginning with the letter “M,” as that will show your loyalty to Communism.





You are a communist! 





Do not use words beginning with the letter “M,” as that will show your loyalty to Communism.





You are a communist! 





Do not use words beginning with the letter “M,” as that will show your loyalty to Communism.





You are a communist! 





Do not use words beginning with the letter “M,” as that will show your loyalty to Communism.





You have seen a communist!





Accuse anyone wearing red, has dark hair, or says the word “government” loudly





You have seen a communist!





Accuse anyone wearing red, has dark hair, or says the word “government” loudly





You have seen a communist!





Accuse anyone wearing red, has dark hair, or says the word “government” loudly





You have seen a communist!





Accuse anyone wearing red, has dark hair, or says the word “government” loudly





You have seen a communist!





Accuse anyone wearing red, has dark hair, or says the word “government” loudly





You have seen a communist!





Accuse anyone wearing red, has dark hair, or says the word “government” loudly





You have seen a communist!





Accuse anyone wearing red, has dark hair, or says the word “government” loudly





You have seen a communist!





Accuse anyone wearing red, has dark hair, or says the word “government” loudly





You have seen a communist!





Accuse anyone wearing red, has dark hair, or says the word “government” loudly





You have seen a communist!





Accuse anyone wearing red, has dark hair, or says the word “government” loudly





You are a Loyal Government Official





Show your loyalty to McCarthy by throwing the word “government” in conversation loudly





You are a Loyal Government Official





Show your loyalty to McCarthy by throwing the word “government” in conversation loudly








You are a Loyal Government Official





Show your loyalty to McCarthy by throwing the word “government” in conversation loudly








You are a Loyal Government Official





Show your loyalty to McCarthy by throwing the word “government” in conversation loudly








You are a Loyal Government Official





Show your loyalty to McCarthy by throwing the word “government” in conversation loudly








You are a Loyal Government Official





Show your loyalty to McCarthy by throwing the word “government” in conversation loudly








You are a Loyal Government Official





Show your loyalty to McCarthy by throwing the word “government” in conversation loudly








You are a Loyal Government Official





Show your loyalty to McCarthy by throwing the word “government” in conversation loudly








You are a Loyal Government Official





Show your loyalty to McCarthy by throwing the word “government” in conversation loudly








You are a Loyal Government Official





Show your loyalty to McCarthy by throwing the word “government” in conversation loudly











