The Crucible Background Notes (Teacher Notes)

Students will follow along, jotting down notes on the given handout… 
Explain to students that The Crucible was written in 1953 about true events that took place over 250 years before, in 1692. In a village called Salem, in the state of Massachusetts, over 150 people were accused of witchcraft and about 20 people were convicted and hanged.
Allow groups to present their findings on each topic: Salem Witch Trials, New England Puritans in the 1690s , The Red Scare (Joseph McCarthy and Communism), Arthur Miller and the Hollywood 10, Relationship of Arthur Miller and Elia Kazan, Mob Mentality (AKA Groupthink)

Important things to note if not covered by groups:
1692 New England - rough under British rule


Explain to them that the first colonists fled England and came to America in search of religious freedom. Tell them that these people were called Puritans. Puritans (recognize the word “pure”) were Christians who were unhappy with the changes in the Church of England and wanted to purify it. They were persecuted for their beliefs in England, so they fled.
Write the word “beliefs" on the board and explain to your students some basic religious principles Puritans held. Explain that the Puritans of Salem believed in strict interpretation of the Bible. They were also superstitious and believed that witches and demons could do evil works through human beings. 

Ask students to imagine what it must have been like for children living under these strict religious principles. (Answers will probably include fear of hell, restrictive atmosphere, lack of freedom, boredom, feelings of guilt, etc.) Explain to them that in order to understand why this happened and how the accused felt, we will be doing different activities.
It led to the Salem Witch Trials!

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Virtual Fieldtrip: Explain how it all began when two young girls started exhibiting strange behavior that didn't have a medical explanation, so the local officials deemed it witchcraft. The two girls were Betty Parris, the daughter of the local minister, and Abigail Williams, Betty's cousin (both characters in The Crucible).

Open Video for Virtual Fieldtrip (5 minute clip broken into segments for student understanding): http://school.discoveryeducation.com/schooladventures/salemwitchtrials/story/story.html
Options (depending on time):

1) Segments (broken down below)…generally slower but easier for students to understand and stay involved

2) Watch the five minute video one time through and then ask the important questions outlined in the student handout on the next page (generally the better option if lower on time)
Option 1: Segments

Watch first segment of video

Tell them to pay attention to the forbidden activities Betty, Abigail, and the other girls were engaging in…then play beginning to “…such activities were strictly forbidden by the Puritan code” (black screen with January 1692). The girls were listening to Tituba's tales of magic and participating in fortune telling. 
1. What might the consequences be for the girls if the officials found out what they were doing? 

Ex: beatings, threat of damnation, loss of privileges, etc. Tituba could be beaten, killed, sold, and accused of being a witch.
Watch second segment of video 

Tell them to pay attention to the strange symptoms the girls were exhibiting…then play January 1692 screen to “…the townspeople begged the girls to identify their wicked tormentors” (picture of girl holding another girl who is pointing). The girls screamed, twitched, rolled on the floor, threw fits, barked like dogs, flapped arms like birds, and made choking sounds.

2. How were the girls going against the rules of their religion? What were the reactions they had after getting caught? 
The girls' listening to the tales of Tituba was a form of rebellion against the strict religious code of the community…Once caught, they did crazy things like making choking sounds, throwing fits, etc. to avoid the severe consequences they would have suffered for breaking the rules (blamed the Devil).

Watch third segment of video
Tell them to pay attention to what the three accused women had in common…then play black screen with March 1692 to “…sparked a wave of paranoia and accusations” (March-April-May 1692 screen). 
3. The women Tituba, Sarah Good, and Sarah Osbourne, were all social outcasts…accusing respected townspeople would have been too risky for the girls.

Watch fourth segment of video

Tell students to pay attention to how accusations began to change…then play black screen with March-April-May 1692 to “…including the most prominent villagers” (black screen with June 1692). Even respected townspeople were being accused, including Rebecca Nurse and John Proctor (and children). Many of the villagers who claimed they were being tormented by witches had no evidence to support their claims except spectral evidence, which the accused had no way of refuting.

Watch fifth segment of video

Black screen with June 1692 to “…four others died in jail” (black screen with October 1692) and tell students to pay attention to what happened to George Burroughs during his trial. After segment, CHECK for comprehension. (George Burroughs was hanged despite the fact that he flawlessly recited the Lord's Prayer, something a witch could not do.) 

4. Ask students why they think this proof of innocence was disregarded by the court. (court didn’t want to look foolish, inaccurate, or weak)

Watch sixth segment of video 

Black screen with October 1692 to end and tell them to infer what finally put an end to the Salem witch trials. After segment, CHECK for comprehension. 

5. It seems that only after very prominent citizens were accused, including the governor's wife, the trials ceased. 
6. Ask students how life changed for those who were eventually pardoned? (They lived lives of poverty and never regained their reputations.)
The Crucible Background – Presented by Groups
The Crucible was written in 1953 about true events that took place over 250 years ago, in 1692. In a village called Salem in the state of Massachusetts, over 150 people were accused of witchcraft and about 20 people were convicted and hanged.

Salem Witch Trials

New England Puritans in the 1690s 

The Red Scare (Joseph McCarthy and Communism)

Arthur Miller and the Hollywood 10

Relationship of Arthur Miller and Elia Kazan

Mob Mentality (AKA Groupthink)

Additional Information from Teacher:
Virtual Field Trip

It all began when two young girls started exhibiting strange behavior that didn't have a medical explanation, so the local officials deemed it witchcraft. The two girls were Betty Parris, the daughter of the local minister, and Abigail Williams, Betty's cousin.

Video: http://school.discoveryeducation.com/schooladventures/salemwitchtrials/story/story.html
Jot down answers to the following questions (note what to pay attention to in each segment):
1. What might be consequences for the girls for engaging in non-Puritan activities?
Pay attention to the forbidden activities Betty, Abigail, and the other girls were engaging in.
2. How did the girls go against the rules of their religion? Why were they doing those things?

Pay attention to the strange symptoms the girls were exhibiting.
3. What did the three accused women have in common (Tituba, Sarah Good, Sarah Osbourne)?

Pay attention to what the three accused women had in common.
THEN (after this segment), pay attention to how accusations began to change
4. Why was this proof of innocence (George Jacobs reciting the Lord’s prayer) disregarded by the court?

Pay attention to what happened to George during his trial
5. What finally put an end to the Salem Witch Trials?

Infer what finally put an end to the Salem witch trials
6. How did the lives change of those who were accused?

