Fishbowl Discussion

What is a fishbowl discussion?

It is a form of dialogue that can be used when discussing topics within large groups.

How does a fishbowl discussion work?

There are chairs arranged in an inner circle. This is the fishbowl. The remaining chairs are arranged in a circle outside the fishbowl. A few participants are selected to fill the fishbowl, while the rest of the group sits on the chairs outside the fishbowl. The moderator introduces the topic and the participants start discussing the topic. The audience outside the fishbowl listens in on the discussion and takes notes on interesting points. When time runs out, the moderator summarizes the discussion. Then, a new group is chosen for the fishbowl and a new topic is introduced. 

Why do a fishbowl discussion?

It is an interesting way to discuss the main ideas of a text as well as hear perspectives of different students. Also, it helps achieve the goal of engaging in a positive, thoughtful, and analytical discussion.  
Outside Circle Notes

Topic: ________________________________________________________________________________

Notes from Discussion:
