Name: _____________________

Shakespearean English IS English

Verbs
Art = are

Wert = were

Dost = does

Hath = has

Wast = was

Canst = cannot

Wilt = will

Exeunt = all exit the stage

Holp = helped

Bade = called forth or asked

Beseech = beg

Owe = own

Fetch = go and get

Discourse = converse (had conversation)

Contractions

Tis= it is
Ope = open

O’er = over

Gi’ = give

i’ = in

e’er = ever

oft = often

a’ = he

e’en = even

Pronouns
Ye = you

Thou = SUBJECT you.

Thee = OBJECT you

Thy = your

Thine = yours

Mine = my

Exclamations

Aye = ah!  or yes.

How! = what?   As in:  How! Thou hast not done thy homework yet?
Marry = By God

Soft = shhhh  (use also as wait)
Sirrah = used to address servants

In good time = how lucky

Tut = now, now

Godden = good afternoon

Nay = no

Anon = soon or hurry up

Alack = alas

Miscellaneous
Whither = where

Hither = here

Fortnight = two weeks

Visage = face

Visor = mask

Wherein = in which

Measure = a tune or short piece of music

Wherefore = why

Henceforth = from now on

Mad = insane

Passing = very

Bid = ask

Coz = cousin

Hence = here

Whence = where

Shrift = church confession

Kinsmen = relatives

Morrow = day

Naught = nothing

An = if

Withal = with

Ere = before
