To Kill a Mockingbird – Background Information (Teacher Copy)
I. About the author: Real Name: Nelle Harper Lee

A.)Early Childhood


1. Born: 1926
Died: 2016
2. Grew up in Monroeville, Alabama
3. Youngest of 3 children 

4. Her father, Amasa Coleman Lee, was a lawyer.
5. Lee was a “rough and tough” tomboy 
Significance: Influence for Scout?

Neighbor: Truman Capote (another famous American author)
Significance: Nelle and her brother would often play with Truman, and this may have provided inspiration for the adventures Scout and Jem had with Dill.


B.) Adulthood

1. Quit her job to focus on writing and revising “Mockingbird.”
2. Completed: 1959
3. Published: 1960
4. Awards: Pulitzer Prize for fiction in 1961
5. Oscar: Oscar-Winning film in 1962
6. After her success, Lee became reclusive and failed to publish another novel. She moved back to Monroeville, where she continues to reside today.

II. Context of Novel 

A.) Plot Elements

1. Setting: Maycomb, Alabama, during the height of the Great Depression (1933-1935)

2. Narrator: 1st person – Scout.
B.) Inspired by real events?

1. Many critics believe Scout is a somewhat autobiographical representation of Nelle, and many of the childhood adventures represent Nelle’s childhood.
2. Scottsboro Trials: in 1931, 9 black men were accused of raping 2 white females near Scottsboro, Alabama.  The case was highly publicized, and many prominent lawyers and citizens believed the accusations to be racially motivated and that the women were lying.
3. Civil Rights: Popularity spurred by the events of the Civil Rights movement.
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