To Kill a Mockingbird: A Historical Background (Teacher Copy)
Background: Harper Lee's To Kill A Mockingbird is a case study of American society with its character and attitudes given through the eyes and from the point of view of Scout, an eight-year-old girl in Maycomb, Alabama. It is her childlike innocence and humanity that bridge many of these divided segments in order to establish a unified community. Scout's world is divided, segmented, and separated by social class, race, gender, age, and infirmity.

We will go over the following questions regarding the novel’s controversy, the Great Depression, Jim Crow Laws, the Scottsboro Trials, and the Civil Rights Movement. We will refer to these topics when we discuss To Kill a Mockingbird.

Controversy 

1. What number is the novel on the 100 Most Frequently Challenged book list? 21
2. A challenge occurs when someone attempts to remove a book from school curriculums and libraries; if the material is removed, it is considered banned. Why has To Kill a Mockingbird been challenged? Racial slurs, profanity, and blunt dialogue about rape
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Why do others disagree with this challenge? This is literature using fiction at its best and mixing it with autobiographical elements to reflect a complex time in American history. It is important for students to learn from history, and use that knowledge to better themselves and their community
The Great Depression

4. Look at this photograph from the Great Depression:


What, if anything, surprises you? 
5. When did the Great Depression occur? October 29, 1929
6. Why did the Great Depression occur? Stock Market Crashed
7. Who was president when the depression started and who was president during the New Deal? Herbert Hoover and Franklin D. Roosevelt
8. What was the New Deal? A series of programs for relief, recovery, and reform after the Great Depression (Relief for the unemployed and poor; Recovery of the economy to normal levels; and Reform of the financial system to prevent a repeat depression)
Jim Crow Laws/Segregation

9.  What was the purpose of Jim Crow Laws? Separate but Equal (reaction to end of slavery)
10.  What are some examples of some of these laws? White vs. Black Schools, Restaurants, etc.
11.  What are the Scottsboro Trials? In 1931, 9 black men were accused of raping 2 white females near Scottsboro, Alabama. The case was highly publicized, and many prominent lawyers and citizens believed the accusations to be racially motivated and that the women were lying.
The Civil Rights Movement

12.  When was the Civil Rights Movement? 1955-1965
13.  What was it? People fighting for equality for all
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