Dear Students,

Although Harper Lee’s To Kill a Mockingbird is a work of fiction, the story is based on and set in a historically accurate context. In order to appreciate the novel’s setting and recognize its relevance today, you must understand the time period. 

This offers a tremendous opportunity for you to communicate on several major issues that you must deal with in life but rarely have the chance to discuss. It is a chance to "heal" wounds and scars that have long remained unaddressed.

During the reading of this book, you will hear terms and recognize themes that can cause discomfort and hard feelings. This book is capable of unleashing emotions as you bring your own world into its reading. In order to unify our learning experience, it is important that we spend time preparing to read the novel. 
Be especially sensitive to the worlds we are entering into in relationship to the world we live in as a present day reality, with all of its emotional and hot-button issues. 
The first world may appear to be the world of the novel - Scout¹s world in the 1930¹s - a world that exposes the problems of racial and class prejudice, social segregation based on race and economic status and power, social injustice and violence, all seen through the clarity of a child's honesty and a child's eyes. 
The second world is the world that we live in…we live with the same and largely unresolved powerful problems which are often immediate, sometimes deeply personal and always capable of producing anger and emotional responses.
With this classroom preparation, you have the opportunity to openly discuss sensitive issues that remain undiscussed and unresolved over many generations. It gives you the opportunity to build understanding and gives you the background knowledge you need to connect with this novel as I did.

Literature has always been the ideal vehicle for creating the "other world" where we can experience vicariously and thereby analyze and learn from the weaknesses and strengths of humans in their drama of life. 
Let this book open your mind and help you see life from a new perspective.
Sincerely, Your Teacher
